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Immaculate Conception Parish 

Philosophy of Religious Education 

We, the people of Immaculate Conception Parish and 
St. Jude Mission Church, steadfastly support the principle that 
Catechesis is the main priority of our faith community. We 
actively endorse the right of every baptized person to receive 
proper instruction and education which will build and sustain 
a truly Catholic Christian life. While adult education is the 
principle form of catechesis, we are committed to instruct and 
educate people in all stages of life to embrace the sacraments 
and traditions of our Catholic religion. As a conscientious 
faith community, we partner with families to provide a solid 
religious educational foundation. 

RELIGIOUS FORMATION STAFF 

Mrs. Vickie Eichler Office Manager 

Sr. Grace Andrew Jeffery, OSF Kindergarten; 
Director of Religious Education Elementary(1-6); 

Reconciliation 
and Eucharist; Adult 
Education. 

 

Ms. Liz Schillo Jr. High—Gr. 7& 8 
Coordinator of Youth Ministry (Gr. 9), Confirmation

 Sunday Night 
Gatherings—High 
School Students 
 

 

OFFICE HOURS: Monday through Friday 8:30 AM—4:00 
PM. After 4:00 PM and on weekends please leave a message. 
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Nature and Purpose of Catechesis 

The aim of catechesis is to lead believers to a deeper knowledge and love 
of Christ and the Church and a firm commitment to follow him. Jesus 
Christ is at the heart of all catechesis. It is in communion with Jesus that all 
believers share in the mystery of the Holy Trinity—the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit. 

Catechesis is an action of the Church and is intimately bound with 
the whole of the Church’s life. Catechesis shapes the initial proclamation 
of the Gospel. It prepares for the celebration of the sacraments, facilitates 
integration into the ecclesial community, urges apostolic activity and 
missionary witness, instills a zeal for the unity of Christians, and 
prepares one for the ecumenical understanding and mission of the Church. 
The Church is the origin, locus, and goal of catechesis. 

The Tasks of Catechesis 

Jesus formed his disciples into a community of faith. He instructed them, 
prayed with them, showed them how to live, and entrusted to them the 
mysteries of the Kingdom of heaven. After his death and Resurrection, he 
sent the Holy Spirit and commissioned them to go out and teach all 
nations. The fundamental task of catechesis is, therefore, to form disciples 
of Christ and to send them forth in mission. Following the example of 
Jesus the Teacher, catechesis encompasses six diverse yet interlocking 
tasks, as described by the General Directory for Catechesis: 

1. Catechesis promotes knowledge of the faith. 
2. Catechesis promotes meaningful participation in liturgical  
 worship and the sacramental life of the Church. 
3. Catechesis integrates moral formation into a Christian way of 
 life. 
4. Catechesis teaches Christians how to pray with Christ, in 
 Christ, and in communion with the Church. 
5. Catechesis initiates the Christian into the life of the local  
 church community and fosters active participation in the 
 mission of the Church. 
6. Catechesis promotes a missionary spirit that prepares 
 Christians to witness to Christ in society. 

These six tasks of catechesis constitute a unified whole. While 
each task realizes the goal of catechesis, all of the tasks are interdependent. 
For catechesis to be effective, no task should be separated from the rest. 

From: National Directory for Catechesis, U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops c 2005 
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Christian Formation Committee 

The Christian Formation Committee, a standing committee 
of the Parish Council, oversees the ongoing life/or Religious 
Education needs and responsibilities of the Parish. It 
provides leadership, guidance and policy that influence the 
Religious Formation of the parish ministries that affect 
children, youth and adults. The committee meets the 4th 
Thursday of each month from September through May. 
Please contact the Office of Religious Education/Youth 
Ministry if you desire to be a member of this committee, 
want further information or if you have any comments or 
suggestions concerning any Parish Religious Formation 
Programs. 
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Preparation for the Sacraments of Initiation 

Baptism, First Reconciliation/Eucharist and Confirmation are 
vital to the mission of the Church. To aid parents in preparing 
their children for these steps on their faith journey, the parish 
exercises its responsibility by providing preparation classes 
for children and adults. Families must be registered in the 
parish and participating in its life. 

BAPTISM 
Parents must call the Parish Office at 
410-398-1100 to register for attendance at preparation class. 
Attendance is mandatory prior to the Baptism of a child. 

FIRST RECONCILIATION & FIRST EUCHARIST 
These programs are designed to assist parents with preparing 
their children to receive the sacraments of 
Reconciliation and Eucharist for the first time. Children must 
have reached the age of reason (7) to celebrate First 
Reconciliation and Eucharist and have attended at least one 
complete year of Religious Education prior to enrollment. The 
preparation program for First Reconciliation begins in the Fall 
and for First Eucharist in January. The programs consist of 
two sessions for parents that provide them with up to date 
information on the sacraments and assists them in teaching 
their children at home. Textbooks and family guides are 
provided. First Reconciliation is celebrated in early December 
and First Eucharist during the Easter Season. Families whose 
children attend Catholic School must register with the 
Religious Education office to enroll their children in the 
preparation programs for the 
reception of these sacraments. 
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Preparation for the Sacraments of Initiation 
(continued) 

CONFIRMATION 

Is celebrated in our parish every year with young people in 
grades 9 and beyond who have met the following 
requirements: 

Completion of Grades 7 and 8 Religious Education 
through our parish program or Catholic School. 

Attendance at all scheduled meetings, 
Confirmation classes, retreat, etc. that are part of the 
preparation process. 

The Confirmation program is designed to help our young 
people come to a deeper understanding of how the Holy 
Spirit works in their lives and in the life of our Church. 

**Families whose children attend Catholic High School must 
contact the Religion Office in March of the previous year to 
register. 
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Parent’s Prayer 

Lord, you created my child as a 
unique person close to Your heart. 

You know his/her needs 
as no one else does. 

Open my eyes and touch my heart 
so I will recognize this child’s 

Goodness 
and be sensitive to his/her needs. 

Speak through me. 
Let me offer the look or gesture 

that will assure this child of your love, 
your forgiveness, 

your firm direction. 
May this child truly feel a sense of 

belonging 
to the faith-filled family I long to 

create in our home. 
Amen 
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Program Information 

PROGRAMS 
 

Rel Ed. classes (Gr. K-8) Sunday-8:30-10:00 AM 
or 

  (Gr. 1-8) Wednesday-6:15-7:45 PM 

 

 

Sunday Night Sunday—6:00—8:00 PM 
 Gatherings in the parish center youth room. 

All high school students are 
welcomed regardless of faith. 

REGISTRATION 
Our parish recognizes that parents are the primary educators of 
their children in all things including faith formation. Therefore, 
parents and/or guardians of children in our Religious 
Education/Youth Ministry programs should be active, 
participating 
members of our faith community. Families who participate in 
our Religious Education programs (pre-school thru 8th grade) 
must be registered members of our parish. 

***Online Registration at www.iccparish.com for our 
Religious Education programs is during the month of 
February and March. 

***Those who register after March 31st are assessed a late fee 
of $100. This does not apply to new families entering the 
program. 

***To begin on the first day of class, registration must be in the 
Religion Office by August 30th. 

***Once classes have started, we will only except transfer 
students after the first two weeks. 
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Program Information 
(continued) 

FEES 
At time of registration, parents are notified of our fees for 
Religious Education/Youth Ministry and Sacramental 
programs. The fees charged are minimal and do not cover the 
entire cost of books, supplies, audio visual, training and 
mailings for our programs. It is therefore necessary for the 
parish to subsidize our program through Sunday offerings. 
Please note however that if a family is unable to pay the 
required fees they are to notify the Religious Education 
Office. Religious Education is the mission of the Parish. Lack 
of financial resources should never prohibit 
participation. 
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Policies and Procedures 

ATTENDANCE AND ABSENCES 
Per Diocesan Policy 5112.1, any child or youth registered in 
the parish must participate in at least thirty (30) hours of 
religious formation each year. 
Diocesan regulations allow the individual parish to 
determine the acceptable number of absences students may 
have from their classes for a successful promotion from the 
current grade to the next. 
Based on the total number of sessions, the following 
guidelines are implemented for a student to pass onto the 
next level. 
The student will be promoted to the next grade level when 

he or she attends no less than 30 hours of instruction 
with make up work handed in for excused absences. 

Students are expected to attend classes when scheduled. 
However, should the student incur three (3) absences 
without communication to the catechist the catechist 
will contact the parents/guardians of the child. 

Parents are responsible to notify the catechist of any 
foreseeable absences or when their child misses class 
due to illness. If a child misses class due to illness, the 
parents must obtain the assignment for any missed class 
and work with their child to see to its completion. All 
completed assignments must be returned to the catechist 
to receive an excused absence. 

In the event five or more sessions are missed, a parental 
consultation with the catechist and the Director of 
Religious Education or Youth Minister will be required 
to ascertain if the student has the requisite knowledge to 
continue on at that grade level or to be promoted to the 
next grade level at the end of the year. 

NOTE: Prolonged absences need to be addressed 
personally. Please inform the Religious Education/Youth 
Ministry Office of any difficulties that exist, such as 
injuries, two-home accommodation, or other special 
situations that affect attendance. 
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Policies and Procedures 

ARRIVAL AND DISMISSAL 
Parents or guardians are responsible to have their child or 
children arrive punctually to class. Promptness is essential. A child 
will know their parent’s level of interest in our Catholic faith by 
the priority parents give to “time”. 

NOTE FOR ALL PROGRAMS: No Student is ever to enter a 
classroom until a catechist or assistant is present 

Children are to arrive and be dismissed as follows: 
KINDERGARTEN (Sunday Mornings only) 
Parents or guardians are to use the Gym Doors when bringing their 
child to class. Parents are to personally bring their child to the 
classroom and pick up at dismissal. (Notify catechist 
if someone other than you will be responsible) 

ELEMENTARY (GRADES: 1-6) 
Parents or guardians are to use the Gym Doors when bringing their 
child to class. 
Grades: 1 & 2 - Parents are to personally bring their child to the 
classroom and pick up at dismissal. (Notify catechist if someone 
other than you will be responsible) 
Grades: 3—6 - Catechists will bring the students to the area 
outside of the gym where parents are asked to meet their child. For 
the safety of your child, do not tell him/her to meet you outside at 
the car. 

NO CHILD IS PERMITTED TO LEAVE THE BUILDING 
UNATTENDED. 

JR. High (GRADES: 7&8) 
Classes are held in the parish center across the street from the 
school. Parents are responsible for making sure these students 
safely enter the building. At dismissal, 7th and 8th grade students 
with a younger sibling will be escorted to the entrance of the 
school to meet their families. Parents of 7th and 8th graders 
without sibling in the school may pick up their children in front of 
parish center. Students will wait on the porch. Parents do not need 
to enter the building, but are always welcomed . 
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Policies and Procedures 

RESTROOMS 
It is our policy not to allow restroom breaks during class 
periods, except in an emergency. Remind your child to go to 
the restroom before he/she leaves home or prior to 
entering class. 
No child may ever leave a classroom alone. The “buddy” 
system is always observed. 

EMERGENCY PLAN 
Every attempt will be made to provide a safe and healthy 
environment at Religious Education/Youth Ministry. 
However, accidents sometimes do occur, and children may 
become ill quickly. In case of emergency and/or need of 
medical attention, Religious Education/Youth Ministry will 
use the following procedure: 
The Director of Religious Education or Coordinator Youth 

Ministry will call home. If there is no answer, then 
The Director of Religious Education or Coordinator of 

Youth Ministry will call the contact person you listed on 
the Emergency Form. 

The Director of Religious Education or Coordinator of 
Youth Ministry will call an ambulance, if necessary, to 
transport the child to a local medical facility. 

Based upon the medical judgment of the attending 
physician, someone will continue to call parents or 
contact persons until someone is reached. 

CALENDARS 
The annual class calendar is posted on our parish website—
www.iccparish.org under Faith Formation downloads 
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Policies and Procedures 

CREATING A SAFE ENVIRONMENT 
Our parish participates in the diocesan program FOR THE 
SAKE OF GOD’S CHILDREN creating a safe 
environment. As a faith-filled people, we value and honor 
every individual as created in the image and likeness of 
God. In the works and ministries of this parish, we are 
committed to provide a safe environment for children, 
young people, and their families. Honesty, trust, and mutual 
respect frame an environment where healthy and responsible 
relationships prevail, boundaries are clear, and 
behavioral Standards are mutually embraced. We are 
committed to providing for the safety and protection of 
God’s children through a selfless sharing of our gifts and 
talents. For details about the program, visit the Diocese of 
Wilmington’s website at www.cdow.org 
All catechists, moderators, youth ministers and anyone in 
constant reoccurring contact with youth have cleared a 
background check and have signed a volunteer covenant 
regarding appropriate behavior and expression when 
working with children and youth. We thank them for their 
participation and adherence to necessary guidelines. 

INCLEMENT WEATHER AND PROGRAM 
CANCELLATIONS are posted on; the parish website 
(iccparish.org) Notification will also be sent through 
flocknotes. Extra classes may have to be added to make up 
for cancelled classes in order to meet the 30 hours of 
required Religious Education. 
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Policies and Procedures 

INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS 

The materials used in our Religious Education/Youth 
Ministry programs are diocesan approved as well as being 
listed on the United States Catholic Conference of Bishop’s 
list of texts in compliance with the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church. 

TEXTBOOKS 

Textbooks used within the classrooms are to be taken home 
and must be brought back each week. If a student loses a 
book, the catechist should send him/her to the DRE/CYM for 
a replacement. The cost of your child’s book is covered in 
your registration fee. You will be charged for a replacement. 
Bibles are presently given to the students in fourth grade and. 
There is no additional fee charged. If, however, a student loses 
a bible, he/she will be charged for the replacement. 

HUMAN SEXUALITY PROCESS 

A parent book entitled “Between You and Your Child” is 
issued to every family. It is a guide to impart Catholic Values 
of Human Sexuality for your family. It is to be used with 
children beginning in Grade 1 through Grade 8. In addition to 
this guide, leaflets are issued for students in grades 4 through 
8. These materials are distributed during the parent meeting in 
September. 

. 
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Policies and Procedures 

GRIEVANCE PROCEDURE 

In the event that a parent/guardian states 
or files a written or oral complaint against any member of 
the Parish Religious Education/Youth Ministry staff, the oral 
or written complaint should in the first instance be 
directed to the Parish Religious Education/Youth Ministry 
catechist of the child. Any and all appeals from the decision 
of the catechist of the child shall be made directly to the 
DRE/Coordinator of Youth Ministry. The Pastor of the 
parish shall be the ultimate person to whom the 
parent/guardian may appeal and his oral or written decision 
shall be final. The parent/guardian waives all rights to file 
any civil suit by registration of the child except, 
nevertheless, that the parent/guardian may make a final 
appeal under the Diocesan Due Process Procedure. 

CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT 
All persons in the State of Maryland, including all persons 
employed in the parishes of the Diocese of Wilmington, are 
respectively required to comply with the statues and with 
the diocesan regulations in promptly reporting possible 
incidents of child abuse or neglect of reasonable belief. 

LOST AND FOUND 
If your child has lost an item, please check the Lost and 
Found box in the school religion office. 
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